Literature Circle Procedures

1. Prepare: Everyone has books and motif journals out. Start a new page of your motif journal. Title it “Discussion” and write today’s date.

2. Focus: Discussion director reviews your group’s related questions on A7.

3. Procedure: Each group member will take brief notes on everything discussed in 

4. Researcher: Tell your group members the definitions of the words and phrases you found. Make sure group members write down key definitions in their motif journals.

5. Close Reader: Ask all group members to turn to the page your passage appears on. Read the passage aloud, expressively. Then, explain why you chose the passage. Finally, your group should annotate the passage together on your notebook paper.

6. Discussion Director: Start with a question that relates to the close reading passage if possible. You can go around the circle, asking for responses, or attempt to lead a more free-form discussion. Everyone must participate. 

7. Illustrator: Share your illustration with the group whenever the discussion seems related to your work. Show the illustration first. Each member should go around in the circle and say how they think it relates to the novel and the motif. Then, you can explain your reasoning behind the drawing.

8. Ending: Write down three conclusions your group came to about the motif.

