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Breaking down the Binaries

Binary (adj.) made of only two parts
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Joke: There are ten types of people in the world: people who understand binary code, and people who don’t. (10 in binary = 2)

Binary (n.) a pair of concepts that are opposites. One of the two is usually seen as superior. The foundation of Western beliefs (You’re either a good guy or a bad guy; You’re going to heaven or hell). Also known as an Us vs. Them mentality or black-and-white thinking. An oversimplified view of reality that feels safe.

Binaries in Today’s Society:

(stereotypically, you can only be one or the other)

Male-Female

Smart-Dumb

Liberal-Conservative

Rich-Poor

Weird-Cool

Athlete-Nerd
To break down the binary: to prove that certain concepts cross over into both categories. Breaking down (deconstructing) binaries allows us to question the very basis of our knowledge and ask deep questions. Concepts that cross over or break this binary make us uncomfortable. 

Example:
Male

Female



strong

weak



pants

skirts



proud

emotional



low voice
high voice

Michael Jackson breaks the binary

is a man but is feminine (high voice, gentle, caring, etc.)

