Memoir Draft Checklist

Author:

Editor(s):

Title: Is the title somewhat mysterious and connected to the deeper meaning of the memoir?

( yes
( no
If no, brainstorm some titles of memoirs you know. 



Other ideas for a new title:

Beginnings: Do beginnings of sections grab your attention? 

( yes
( no
If no, choose a new beginning to try from the “Beginnings” 

handout. Section(s) where I need to rewrite the beginning:

Beginning technique(s) I will try: 

Endings: Do endings of sections give the reader closure while still leaving something to think about? 

( yes
( no
If no, choose some new endings to try from the “Endings” handout. 

Section(s) where I need to rewrite the ending:

Ending technique(s) I will try: 

Detail: 
Does the author consistently use sensory descriptions? When you read it, you feel like you are at the event or in the author’s head.

( yes
( no 
If no, Locate sections that need more sensory detail. Write “detail” 

in the margin. 



Section(s) that need(s) more detail:

Show, Don’t Tell: Does the author show emotions and events instead of telling them? Instead of saying “I went to bed,” the author could say, “I climbed under my covers, snuggled down into my pillow, and closed my eyes.”

( yes
( no 
Locate section that tell instead of showing. Write “show, don’t tell” 

in the margin.



Sections(s) that need showing instead of telling:

Transitions: Does the author use chapters, white space, asterisks or some other way of dividing the story into sections?

( yes
The author divides the text using:


( no 
Add some divisions to the author’s text or rewrite the transitions. In 

the margin write “divide” where each division or transition will go.

Literary Devices: Does the author use literary devices frequently and correctly?

( yes
( no 
Literary devices to add:

Tense: Does the author write in one tense only (past or present?)
( yes
( no 
If not, write which tense the author will use (“past tense” or 



“present tense”) at the top of the section where the author changes 



tenses. Circle each time the author uses a verb in the wrong tense.

Paragraphs: Does the author include frequent paragraph breaks?
( yes
( no 
If not, add the paragraph break symbol (¶) when the author changes 



topics or events.

Dialogue: Does the author punctuate dialogue correctly?

( yes
( no  
If not, make changes.

Pet Peeves

Does the author write words in ALL CAPS?

( no
( yes 
Change caps to italics.
Does the author use more than one question mark or exclamation point in a row???!!!!

( no
( yes 
Delete all but one in a row.

Does the author use exclamation points outside of dialogue?

( no
( yes 
Change it to a period.

Does the author use ellipses (…) longer than three periods?

( no
( yes 
Delete all but three periods.

Filler: Does the author have any meaningless filler that doesn’t give any information?

( no
( yes 
Delete it!
Turn in this checklist with your final draft on Friday!

