	Dialogue Punctuation
	New paragraph when you switch speakers.

Punctuation before first quote and before last quote.

“Can’t I go with you?” she asked.

I replied, “Of course you may not.”

“Oh,” she mumbled.
	“how about them Bears?” my mom asked.

I looked at her. “What about ‘em?” “They’re no good “ she said.



	Exclamation Points
	Use only in dialogue.

Use only one.
	“Sarah!!!!” I screamed. I hadn’t seen her in years!



	All CAPS
	Never use all capital letters in a word, unless it’s an abbreviation.

Use italics sparingly for emphasis instead. Ask yourself, “Do I really need italics here?”
	I will NEVER do that again. EVER.

	Paragraph Breaks
	Each page should have at least two paragraphs on it. Make sure you Tab each new paragraph.
	

	Choose a tense
	If you see some of your verbs are in present tense (are, is) and some of your verbs are in past tense (were, was), change them all to be in the same tense. 
	She was right beside me. I feel her breathing down my neck.


Memoir Editing: Mandatory Routes and Choose Your Own Adventure

	Fluff Removal
	Take out sentences that you don’t need or that give away too much. Look for “I remember” and “It was” and “I can’t describe” sentences.


	I remember it like it was yesterday. I can’t even describe it, it was so vivid in my memory. My dog died.

	Show, Don’t Tell
	Use imagery to make us feel like we were there, instead of telling us something happened.
	The old woman screamed.

	Diction
	Add moody vocabulary by replacing these words:

beautiful, unique, wonderful, awesome, nice

Rewrite sentences to remove these words:

am, are, is, will be, was, were, it’s
	It was a beautiful day.

	Similes and Metaphors
	They should not be cliché.

They should not ruin the mood.


	I was busy as a bee.

As I waited for my father to come out of the emergency room, time went by slowly, like an elephant walking across the desert.



	Flashback
	Must start out in one time, go back to another time, and return. You cannot start a chapter with a flashback. 
	


