Syntax


Authors use syntax for a purpose!

Type of syntax



Purpose



 Example

	simple syntax
	
	“It was Joe who found her.” 

(Sedaris, David. When You Are Engulfed in Flames.)

	stylistic fragment
	
	It is like the number nine. A muddy color. 

(Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street.)

	chain of actions
	
	“On the flight to Raleigh, I sneezed, and the cough drop I’d been sucking on shot from my mouth, ricocheted off my folded tray table, and landed, as I remember it, on the lap of a woman beside me, who was asleep and had her arms folded across her chest.” 

(Sedaris, David. When You Are Engulfed in Flames.)

	elaborate description 

(sometimes called “purple prose”)
	
	It was a dark and stormy night; the rain fell in torrents—except at occasional intervals, when it was checked by a violent gust of wind which swept up the streets (for it is in London that our scene lies), rattling along the housetops, and fiercely agitating the scanty flame of the lamps that struggled against the darkness. 

(Bulwer-Lytton, Edward. Paul Clifford.)

	repetition within the sentence

(anaphora: repetition of an initial word or phrase)
	
	And we all nodded at him: the man of finance, the man of accounts, the man of law, we all nodded at him over the polished table that like a still sheet of brown water reflected our faces, lined, wrinkled; our faces marked by toil, by deceptions, by success, by love; our weary eyes looking still, looking always, looking anxiously for something out of life, that while it is expected is already gone — has passed unseen, in a sigh, in a flash — together with the youth, with the strength, with the romance of illusions. 

(Conrad, Joseph. Youth: A Narrative.)


Directions: Read the original sentences from each memoir. Then, fill in the blanks with details from one of memory in your Plot Diagram. You will begin writing that part of your memoir now. This exercise will improve your syntax.

1. “So instead of ski lessons I would go back to my room and fantasize about skiing. I would go back to my dorm room and daydream about skiing while I listened to Beethoven’s symphonies, nine of them. One a day and three on Sundays.”




(Gray, Spalding. It’s a Slippery Slope)
So instead of _______________ I would go back to my _______________ and fantasize about ___________. I would go back to my ______________ and _______________ about ________________ while I listened to __________________, ___________________. ______ a day and _________ on ______________.

2. “I enjoyed such moments––but only in brief. If the talk began to wander, or cross the border into familiarity, I would soon find reason to excuse myself. I had grown too comfortable in my solitude, the safest place I knew.”








(Obama, Barack. Dreams from My Father.)

I ____________ such moments—but only _________. If ______________________, or __________________, I would soon ____________________________. I had grown too comfortable in my _____________________, the __________ place I knew.

3. “I walked. My mother had given me the freedom of the streets as soon as I could say our telephone number. I walked and memorized the neighborhood.” 


(Dillard, Annie. An American Childhood.)

I _______________. My ______________ have given me the _______________ of the _____________ as soon as I could _______________________________. I _____________ and _____________ the ____________________.

4. “It means sadness, it means waiting. It is like the number nine. A muddy color. It is the Mexican records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is shaving, songs like sobbing.” 


(Cisneros, Sandra. The House on Mango Street.)

It means ______________________, it means _________________________. It is like __________________. A _____________  ______________. It is ______________________________________ on _____________

_________________________ when _____________________________, __________ like _______________.

5. Choose the syntax exercise you like best from #1-4 (or, choose a few lines from each that you think fit together). On a separate sheet of notebook paper, write “Syntax Piece” at the top. You need to tell the rest of the story of this event. Try to experiment with syntax, using different styles to fit the mood of the event. Your piece should start with the sentences you select from 1-4, which you can recopy onto your notebook paper now.

The rough draft of your Syntax Piece is due tomorrow. Regular English: Minimum one page (one side). Honors English should write until they feel they are done.
definition:








