Revision Ideas

( Divide the Text

Dividing your piece into sections or chapters helps order and organize events, mark individual stories, and otherwise offer boundaries to readers. You don’t have to just keep the piece divided the way you wrote it (into exposition, inciting incident, etc.). Add more divisions or take some out. You could divide your piece using:

1. Chapter titles: Make them relate. Will each chapter be named after a friend? A place? An emotion? A musical term?

2. Dates

3. Numbers (Part I, II, and III)

4. Extra white space

5. * Asterisks

6. A line

7. A symbol

( Title (for chapters or the whole piece)

1. Give your reader a hint of what your piece is about. Make your reader curious or excited about reading your piece.

2. Don’t put your name in the title. That’s how biographies are titled. 

3. Avoid clichés and rip-offs: Come up with an original title that’s specific to your piece only. Don’t use a title that anyone else could use or that you’ve heard somewhere else.

4. Pick a key word or phrase: Look through your writing. Pick a meaningful phrase or one that you use in an important moment. Make that your title. Then, as the reader reads that phrase in the piece, he will experience a moment of recognition, thus heightening the effect of your climax. Remember T2C2 – title helps establish theme.
( Move Chunks

Make sure you break your piece up into paragraphs. Then try moving sections of paragraphs up or down in the piece, depending on what makes sense. Most of the time, chronological order works best. But sometimes it’s fun to start in the middle or the end and then go back to explain the beginning.
( Delete Chunks

Follow these rules on what to delete:

1. Nice but doesn’t fit. Save it.
2. Not nice and doesn’t fit either. Cut it out.
3. Compact and compress. Cut the “telling.” Do more “showing.” 
( Make Sentence Level Changes

1. Add concrete details. Sensory stuff. Can you see, hear, feel, smell, or taste it?
2. Add specificity. Exact names of the places, people, and things you were doing.
3. Strong verbs. Search and destroy the is’s and was’s. Rewrite your sentences with active verbs.


Example: It was raining ( The rain fell.




   I was approached by a group of old ladies ( A group of old ladies approached me.

( Add Literary Techniques

Look through your literature notes. What techniques could you add? Try the following:

· Imagery

· Diction (take out to be and to have verbs)

· Symbolism

· Internal Monologue

· Dialogue

· Flashback

· Foreshadowing

· Metacognition

· Similes and Metaphors

Adapted from New Directions in Teaching Memoir (Kirby et. al. 2007).


