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English I

Ms. Garvoille

2010 – 2011 Syllabus and Policies
http://garvoille.wordpress.com ( alexa.garvoille@dpsnc.net ( (919) 560-3926 x23541 ( GAR-voyl
Key Information

· You must earn at least a 3 (out of 4) on the English I EOC and earn a 70% or above on coursework in order to pass English I. If you don’t pass, it will be very difficult to graduate from DSA in four years.
· There is a class website: http://garvoille.wordpress.com. Bookmark it right away. Homework and announcements are posted daily. This is how I keep you and your family in the loop, rather than mailing lists.
· Students in Honors English with a grade of D or below on the first report card will be automatically switched to regular English for the rest of the year.
· Copying (from a friend or the internet) will result in a detention, no matter how minor the assignment.
· Low grades on assignments and quizzes will result in required lunch or after school tutoring.
· Extra help available Monday-Thursday until 5:00. You can sign up for a time slot on the door.
· No late work. 
Course Overview


English I will prepare you for a rigorous high school experience. We will study the different genres or types of literature, for example, memoir, non-fiction, the novel, the short story, poetry, and drama. The class will also prepare you for the English I End of Course test (EOC), which tests grammar and reading comprehension. We will have two benchmarks before the EOC.


We will study grammar through diagramming, vocabulary through Greek and Latin word roots, and literary terms and devices as we read literature. Here’s a rough sketch of our four quarters:

	1st 
	Memoir. Text: Summer reading and selected excerpts. Project: Personal memoir.

	
	Media Literacy. Text: Media excerpts. Project: Persuasive essay.

	2nd 
	Short Story. Text: Selected short stories. Project: Analysis paragraph and/or short story.

	
	Coming of Age Novel. Text: To Kill a Mockingbird. Project: Visual journal and paragraph.

	3rd 
	Writing Wikipedia. Text: YA novel of choice. Project: Wikipedia article.

	
	Poetry. Text: Assorted poems. Project: Poem memorization and/or poetry portfolio.

	4th 
	Play. Text: Romeo and Juliet. Project: Critical essay and creative adaptation.

	
	Epic. Text: The Odyssey. Project: Close reading essay.


Materials

You will need the following materials:

( 1-2” Binder separated into 5 sections:


Calendars, Assignments, Literature, Writing, Vocabulary

( Folder with pockets
( Loose-leaf paper

( Pack of 125 3x5 index cards


Though all books are available through the school, the English department recommends that students, especially those enrolled in Honors English I, obtain personal copies that they can write in. Below is a list of novel-length texts we will be reading for your optional purchase:

( To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee.

( Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare.

Students enrolled in Standard English may purchase a copy with a side-by-side modern language summary. Students enrolled in Honors English should purchase a copy with only the original Shakespeare plus footnotes. I recommend the Arden Shakespeare edition or Penguin’s Romeo and Juliet Annotated.
( The Odyssey, by Homer. Translated by Robert Fagles.

Donations


Thank you! We need: tissues, paper towels, hand sanitizer, Clorox wipes, band-aids, copy paper (especially colored), pencils, dry-erase markers, technology, and YA novels.

Grading

	Projects, Essays
	60 %

	Reading Quizzes, Vocab Tests, Short Writings
	30 %

	Homework
	10 %


Weighted Breakdown:

Grades show your mastery of a certain topic. You will prove that mastery through projects, essays, tests, and quizzes. Grades on those big evaluations make up the majority of your letter grade. Homework is where you practice, make mistakes, and learn, so it’s not worth as many points as projects. But, like an athlete, you must practice to do well at the big game; you must do the homework to succeed on the projects. I will drop your lowest homework grade each quarter; this is your one Get out of Jail Free card.

Honors vs. Regular English I



Each student has the choice to complete the course at the Honors level, which adds extra weight to your GPA. In my class, Honors students will have extra reading, additional components to projects, and more competitive grading. For example, a paper that earns an A in regular English will earn a B in Honors English. Likewise, quizzes and tests for Honors and regular English I are different.


If enrolled in Honors, the grade on your first progress report must be a C (77) or above; if below, you will be automatically switched to regular English, where you will be more successful. Only a parent petition at a conference can stop this process. In addition, any student who has not completed the summer assignment will be automatically enrolled in regular English. If enrolled in regular English and you would like to switch up to Honors, your first progress report grade must be a B (85) or above.

Absences


You have three days to make up work after an absence. It is your responsibility to check the class website to print off assignments missed during an absence. If you have to leave early for sports or an appointment, stop by on the day you leave to pick up work or check the website after school.

Copied Work and Late Work


Copied papers get zeros and all students involved in copying or aiding in it will be sent to detention. If you did not do the assignment, you should talk to me before class or hand in your incomplete assignment. You will have more dignity and a higher grade. Don’t do it! I am super smart and will catch you!

No late work. Homework is meant for you to practice a certain skill at a certain time. If you do it late, you’ve missed the purpose of the assignment. If you earn an F (below 70) on three homework assignments, you will be required to come to tutoring after school or during lunch. If you fail a reading quiz, you will be required to come to reading remediation at lunch. If you don’t come to tutoring or reading remediation when assigned, you will serve detention. Attending required remediation and tutoring will improve the assignment grade to a 70%. If you have a project or essay you can’t complete on time, you may ask Ms. G. for an extension at least 24 hours before it is due. With approval, you may turn a project or essay in late with a penalty: subtract 3 points (1/3 letter grade: A to A- to B+ etcetera) each school day it is late.


All students can revise essays and projects, regardless of the grade, for a higher score within one week of their return.

Broken Printer?


This is not an excuse for late work. Get the assignment to me on flash drive, email, or pen on paper. If you email, make sure the document is attached and pasted into the body of the email (I cannot open some document types via attachment), send it to yourself and to me, and then print it before school in the media center or my classroom. I do not allow printing essays during class on the day they are due. If you need to handwrite an essay, it must be in blue or black ink, written on every other line.


Contact



Email me with your questions at all hours, please! I have a smartphone and check messages frequently. If you don’t have email at home, but have a cell phone, I can give you my cell phone number so you can text me or phone me with questions. If you have a question about your grade, it is your responsibility to talk to me about it. I am available during A and C lunch and I stay after school Monday – Thursday until 5:00 just for you. If you need help on a certain topic or want to talk to me privately, please sign up on the door for a time slot.
Please sign, detach, and return last page.
(
English I Policies Contract
2010-2011

Ms. Garvoille

Please sign below to show that you have received and understand the information about English I / Honors English I with Ms. Garvoille. Here are the key points:

· If you copy homework or essays, you will get a zero and detention.

· You must maintain a C average to stay in Honors English first quarter.

· You must have a B average to switch up to Honors English first quarter.

· Failing grades on reading quizzes require mandatory lunch reading remediation.

· Three failing grades on homework require lunch or after school tutoring.

· Sign up for one-on-one tutoring Monday-Thursday 3:45-5:00.

· No late work.
Please return by Friday, 8/27. 
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print
____________________________________
Period __________





sign
____________________________________
Date   __________
Email: 
   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
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Parent/Guardian 1
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   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
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__________________________     __________________________
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