Freshman Year at DSA

A Quick Reference for Parents

School website: http://dsa.dpsnc.net

Front office: (919) 560-3926

Shonda Middleton, 9th grade guidance counselor: x23232

Academic Success

· Grades earned freshman year are an important benchmark for the rest of high school. 

· The key to success is completing all homework on time, doing all reading assignments, and studying for tests and quizzes. 

· Tutoring is never a substitute for attending class, paying attention, and doing work at home regularly. 

· It is difficult to graduate from DSA in four years if students do not earn all of their credits during their freshman year.

· Time trackers are available for purchase. Students must have a calendar to organize their work and time.

· National Honor Society offers tutoring one morning per week. Many teachers also offer tutoring.

· Students should have a quiet place to study; a place where they can be monitored is ideal, so that you can get a sense of how much work is getting completed.

· All parents know this, but sometimes young people don’t: eating well, getting enough sleep, and getting some exercise makes a huge difference in how well students are able to focus and on their overall success.

Grading Scale


A 
93-100


B 
85-92


C 
77-84


D 
70-76


F 
69 and below
Progress Reports

· Progress reports are sent home twice each nine weeks before the final report card.

· You must sign and return the progress report to the teacher. 

· All teachers give out progress reports. 

· If you notice any problems with your child’s success, call the teacher or Ms. Middleton, the guidance counselor, to schedule a meeting.

PEP Nights

· If your child is struggling in a class, we can set up a PEP, or Personalized Educational Plan. This is a legal document that the parent, child, and teacher sign off on to incorporate specific interventions to prevent future failure. An example of an intervention on a PEP would be, “Student comes to tutoring Monday morning,” or “Teacher and parent sign time tracker to check homework.”
· After each report card comes out, there will be a scheduled “PEP Night,” where you and your child can come to DSA to meet with all of your teachers in one evening. Setting up a PEP is a mandatory legal step if a child has failed a class. Your attendance is required. You will be invited to PEP Night if your child failed one or more classes on the last report card. However, you are welcome to come to PEP night if you have any concerns about your child’s success. He or she does not have to be failing for you to attend.

· If you cannot attend PEP night, you may schedule separate PEP meetings with the teachers of the classes in which your child is struggling.

Honor Code and Plagiarism

· Academic dishonesty (cheating) is a serious problem and occurs whenever submitted work is not uniquely your own. Examples of academic dishonesty can range from, but are not limited to:

· Copying someone’s homework, in part or in full

· Allowing someone to copy your homework, in part or in full

· Texting answers to a test

· Discussing answers to a test with someone who hasn’t yet taken the test

· Rewording passages from a book or article and not citing the source

· Looking at someone else’s paper

· Cutting and pasting from online sources to create an assignment that one claims to be an original product

· Purchasing an assignment or having someone else complete your assignment

· Using online translators for assignments in a foreign language

· When students turn in work to teachers, they should be claiming one of the following:

· They completed the work completely on their own.

· They completed the work with tutoring help that is considered acceptable to the teacher.

· They completed the work with classmates in a way that is considered acceptable to the teacher (always write a classmate’s name on your paper if they helped you).

· They completed the work with resource materials and cited those sources.

· Students guilty of Honor Code violations will face a grade penalty and suspension, no matter how small the violation.

Absences

· Good attendance is vital. Even sleepy students must realize that missing a little of first period each day will present problems later.

· If a student is absent 20 times during one class period, he cannot get credit for that class, even if he passes.

Tardy Policy

· Students tardy to first period must check in at the office to get a pass before going to their first period classroom.

· If students miss more than half of a class due to tardiness, they are marked absent.

· Three tardies in any one class per quarter require after-school detention on an assigned date from 3:45-5:15 p.m.
Cell Phones and Music Devices

· Cell phones, iPods, and other electronic devices must be turned off and put away the entire day, from 8:00 a.m. - 3:45 p.m. This is school policy and helps minimize distractions.

· If you need to contact your child, please call the front office. 

· If your child has an electronic device out, it will be confiscated.

· First offense: Student picks up device in office at end of day.

· Second offense: Adult picks up device in office.

· Third offense: Parent conference with administrator.

Class Disruptions

· Disrupting class by talking out of turn, sharpening pencils unnecessarily, or creating some other minor disruption is unacceptable. 

· If a student disrupts three times in one class period or five times in one week, the following consequences apply:

· First offense: Teacher calls home.

· Second offense: Student referred to guidance counselor.

· Third offense: Student referred to administration and likely assigned in-school suspension.

Checking Out Early and Transportation Changes

· There are forms for both these procedures that must be filled out in advance. Forms can be picked up in the office or downloaded from the DSA website, dsa.dpsnc.net.

