Rappin’ with Kanye: Personifying a Place

1. Listen to the song “Homecoming” and follow along with the lyrics.

“Homecoming”

Kanye West (Graduation, 2007)

You say, “Chi-City!”

I’m coming home again.

Do you think about me now and then?

Because I’m coming home again.

I met this girl when I was three years old. 

And what I loved most? She had so much soul. 

She said, “Excuse me, Little Homey, I know 

you don’t know me

but my name is Windy and I like to blow trees.” 

And from that point I never blow her off.

(When) they come from out of town, I like   

to show her off.

They like to act tough. She likes to tow them off and make them straighten up their hats     

because she knows they’re soft. 

And when I grew up she showed me how to go downtown. 

And at nighttime her face lit up––so astounding!

I got her in my heart is where she’ll always be. 

She never messes with entertainers ‘cause they always leave. 

She says, “It’s like you walked and drove on me, 

knew I was gang-affiliated, got on TV, and told on me.”

I guess that’s why last winter she got so cold on me. 

She said, “Ye, keep making that platinum and gold for me.”

Do you think about me now and then?

Because I’m coming home again.

Do you think about me now and then?

Now I’m coming home again.

Maybe we could start again.

But if you really cared for her 

then you wouldn’t have ever hit the airport and followed your dreams. 

Sometimes I still talk to her 

but when I  talk to her, it always seems like she’s talking about me. 

She said, “You left your kids and they’re  just like you. 

They want to rap and make soul beats just like you. 

But they’re just not you and I just got through.” 

Talking about what they’re trying to do; just not new. 

Now everybody has got the game figured out all wrong. 

I guess you never know what you got till it’s gone. 

I guess that’s why I’m here and I can’t come back home. 

And guess when I heard that? When I was back home.

Every interview, I’m representing you,    

making you proud.

Reach for the stars so if you fall you land on the clouds. 

Jump in the crowds. 

Spark your lighters and wave them around.

If you don’t know by now, I’m talking about Chi-town. 

Do you think about me now and then?  

Because I’m coming home again.  

Coming home again.  

Baby do you remember when (we saw)

fireworks at Lake Michigan? 

Now I’m coming home again. 

Maybe we can start again.

2. Complete the following steps with your group.

1. Highlight lines that reveal the character traits of the girl (age, gender, physical appearance, attitude, etc.). Explain in the margin what each line reveals.

2. Then, circle the descriptions that could also apply to the city. In the margin, explain how it relates to the city. For instance, highlight “at nighttime her face lit up” and write “office building lights” on the side.

3. Describe the speaker’s relationship to the person/city in the song in the space below.

3. Think of a place that is significant for your group. You may choose one of the places listed below or come up with a different place. Each group member must be familiar with the place in order for this to work!

Durham

DSA

North Carolina

SouthPoint

Your Bedroom

Place: ____________________________


Verbs related to this person:

Images related to this person:

4. Write a 1-minute original rap in the style of “Homecoming” that uses personification to convey the spirit of a place that is important to you.  Write this as a group on a separate sheet of paper.

Your rap should include:

1. Personification (obviously! ( )

2. 2 Metaphors

3. 1 Simile (a comparison using “like” or “as”)

4. Alliteration (the repetition of the beginning sound of consecutive words)

5. Assonance (the repetition of a vowel sound within consecutive words)

Characteristics of the Place





Characteristics of a Person








