Loaded Words: Using Denotation and Connotation
Directions: Read each list of words below. Each word has a different connotation, but has the same general denotation. Decide what the general denotation (dictionary definition) is for each group. Write your answer on the line provided. Then, number the words in each group from most positive connotation to most negative connotation (emotional impact).

	Example:
3. thin
4. bony
1. slim
5. skeletal
2. slender

____thin____ (general denotation) 
	___ imprison
___ relocate
___ incarcerate
___ intern
___ evacuate
___ detain
___ lock-up
___ confine

____________ (general denotation)

	___ uprising
___ riot
___ demonstration
___ unlawful gathering 
___ protest 
___ disturbance 

____________ (general denotation)
	___ defeat
___ swamp
___ edge out
___ beat
___ overrun 

____________ (general denotation)

	___ vain
___ conceited
___ self confident
___ cocky
___ arrogant 

____________ (general denotation)
	___ economical
___ stingy
___ cheap
___ thrifty
___ frugal


____________ (general denotation)


In your group think of several other pairs or sets of words that have the same denotation, but different connotations:

