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Writing Wikipedia:                                                                          Binder Section: Writing
THE MASTER PLAN

 Final Project due: Wednesday, March 31
The problem
What’s the problem with Wikipedia? “It’s not a good source. It’s not accurate. It’s evil!” Not so fast.

We all use Wikipedia. Even though your teachers tell you not to, and we, as teachers, tell students not to, we all do it. Wikipedia is useful. It’s entertaining. It’s convenient. Plus, it’s just as reliable as a print encyclopedia.

Unfortunately, most people don’t understand why or when we’re not supposed to use Wikipedia. Here’s the story: when conducting research it is never okay to cite any encyclopedia (including Wikipedia) because it isn’t a source; it’s a collection of sources. So, if you’re doing research and you start it on Wikipedia, you need to search for the sources of the article (at the bottom of the page). Secondly, it’s important to double-check all facts with a couple different sources. Third, Wikipedia can be edited by anyone in the world and sometimes people abuse it by putting on incorrect information. (This information is usually removed very quickly.)


In order to combat the idea that Wikipedia is so “bad,” we need to do two things:


1. Understand it.


2. Make it better.


You’re going to do both.

Every day, Wikipedia is vandalized by tons of people. Pages on Young Adult Novels are especially prone to vandalism. Check out the “history” section of any of these pages and you’ll see kids calling each other names in the midst of an encyclopedia entry! This makes Wikipedia, your (and my) cherished source of information and entertainment, look bad. If there are more responsible users, there will be less vandalism and more great articles written. 

The project

To learn about conducting research and writing informational articles, you will create or improve one Wikipedia page about a YA novel or bildungsroman in a small group. This is not something that you write, it gets put into your writing portfolio, and you never see it again (or you burn it when you graduate). This is not something written just for your teacher. This is not pointless. This is a concrete, published article on a well used, super-famous website. You will get a grade for your contribution, but if your work survives the edits of other Wikipedia users, you will have passed the real test.

You will work on building an article step-by-step within your group:

1. You read your novel, discuss it with your lit circle, and, as a class, we discuss the conventions of YA novels.

2. As you read, you take detailed notes and begin writing summary paragraphs that you will eventually publish.

3. You collaboratively write the content of the article. We’ll also conduct internet research together in class.

4. You edit like crazy. You rewrite. You Wikify. You publish.

The long-term benefits
After learning how to edit Wikipedia articles, I expect every one of you to keep editing articles outside of class. This happens to me all the time: I’ll be happily reading random articles and then, all of the sudden, I’m editing them and three hours have gone by. I am devoted to making Wikipedia work and I want you to be, too. Don’t just use Wikipedia. Help Wikipedia. Fix a spelling error. A grammar error. A point of view error. Watch out for jerks who vandalize our beloved DSA page. Improve the DSA page! Mark something as a stub article. Rewrite some crazy sentence that doesn’t make any sense. Make a redirect. If you use Wikipedia, all of this is your responsibility.

You will be a part of the democratic process on the internet, as everyone works together towards a common goal. You will make information available to people all over the world. You will bring knowledge to those who don’t have access to the resources you do. Your writing will be published in the largest encyclopedia on Earth.

The details

	Due Dates
	Grading

	Finish reading YA novel: Monday, March 15.

Character description due: Tuesday, March 16.

Plot Summary Revision due: Thursday, March 18.

Source Summary due: Tuesday, March 23.

Complete Article Revision due: Thursday, March 25.
Final Article due: Tuesday, March 31.
	Reading Journal: 1 HW for each two pages
Character description: 1 Quiz

Plot Summary Revision: 1 Quiz

Source Summary: 1 Quiz

Complete Article Revision: 1 Quiz

Final Article: 2 Test (1 for Wikipedia, 1 for GoogleDoc)


You can find the calendar, homework, and links to model pages at http://garvoille.wordpress.com
English I Calendar: March
	
	2  


	3

Project Overview

Discussion: Web 2.0

HW: YA Novels: Research form.
	4

YA Novel Research form

Intro to Wikipedia Use and Abuse

Reading Journals

HW: Finish tenets of Wikipedia guide for Tuesday. 
	5

Meet in Media Center.

Novels distributed

Intro to Lit Circles 

LC Meeting 1

HW: Read ¼ YA novel for Monday, Writer’s Notebook (WN) pages 1-2. 

	8

Have read ¼ YA novel. Completed 2 pages WN. 

LC Meeting 2

Mini-lesson

HW: Tenets of Wikipedia guide due tomorrow. Read ½ novel for Wednesday. WN pages 3-4. 
	9

Tenets of Wikipedia guide.

Applying the tenets of Wikipedia.

Identifying bias. 

HW: Read, WN.

(
	10

Have read ½ novel. Completed 2 pages WN.
LC Meeting 3

Mini-lesson

HW: Read ¾ novel for Friday. WN pages 5-6.
	11

How to edit on Wikipedia.
HW: Read, WN.

(
	12

Have read ¾ novel. Completed 2 pages WN.

LC Meeting 4

Mini-lesson
HW: Finish novel for Monday. WN pages 7-8.

	15

Have read all YA novel. Completed 2 pages WN.

LC Meeting 5. Make list of characters.

Mini-lesson.

HW: Character description.


	16

Have read all YA novel. Character description.

LC Meeting 6. Final reflections. Make article checklist.

HW: Article checklist

(
	17

Article checklist.

GoogleDoc setup.

Concise writing. 

Workshop: Revise character description.

HW: Plot Summary Revision for Wednesday.                 

( 
	18

Plot Summary Revision (HW grade).

Using in-line citations. Workshop: Revise Plot Summary.

HW: Plot Summary Revision 2 for Friday.               

(
	19 

Plot Summary Revision 2.

Source research.

HW: Right-hand page of Source Summary journal entry for Monday.                    (

	22

Right-hand page of Source Summary.

Workshop: Writing Source Summary.

HW: Source Summary for Tuesday.
	23
Source summary due.

Using in-line citations. Workshop: Editing and compiling source summary. Print GoogleDoc and article.
HW: Revise article checklist. Final article revision due Wednesday.             (
	24
Article checklist 2.

Share checklists. Assign duties. Organization. Begin independent edits.

HW: Complete article revision due Thursday.
	25
Complete article revision due. Quiz grade.

Workshop: Group compilation.

(
	26
Workshop: Group compilation.

(

	29

First full draft due in GoogleDoc.

Workshop: Group exchange edit.

(
	30
Workshop: Final group edit. Post and print article by end of class, if possible.

(
	31

Final article due.

Article share. In-class reflection.
	1
Article share. In-class reflection.
	Spring Break




Italics = Due in class     

KEY:
Normal = Class agenda  


Bold = Homework


(= Lab 

� Jim Giles (December 2005). "Internet encyclopedias go head to head". Nature 438: 900–901.








