To Kill a Mockingbird Revision Paragraph

Due Friday, February 19

Choose one paragraph or short essay you wrote on either the annotated passage or the broken binary system. You will revise this paragraph or essay for a quiz grade. The paragraph must be typed and perfect!

Requirements:

· Typed, double-spaced, 12-pt. font, with appropriate header



Your Name



Teacher’s Name



English I (or English I Honors), period



Date (19 February 2010)

· If you absolutely have no access to a computer and printer, handwrite it, double-spaced in blue or black ink.

· Title - catchy but appropriate, also in 12-pt. font

· Present Tense - write about literature as if it is always happening in the present

· Example: Scout’s maturity level grows only slightly. or Bob Ewell attacks the glistening ham.
· Topic Sentence - clear and original

· Textual Evidence

· Page number cited in parenthesis after the quote

· Incorporated into your own sentences (they should not stand alone!)

· Relation to topic sentence be thoroughly explained in a sentence or two following quote

· Transition words

· Examples: although, therefore, thus, whereby, so, since, however, more importantly, similarly, correspondingly, alternately, on the other hand
· Conclusion Sentence - tells why your point is important to understanding the book or the world

Must not have:

· Misspelled words or other grammar mistakes

· Quotes with no explanation

· Quotes with no page number

· Vague language (always be specific!)

· Any reference to the assignment - no mentions of “this passage” or “my group” or “this binary.” State what the passage is in a few words, pretend your group doesn’t exist, and that you’re writing to a reader from outside our school who has already read To Kill a Mockingbird.


Example A+ paragraph from a different prompt:


In To Kill a Mockingbird (states novel title in italics), wearing pants is (present tense) a continual symbol for holding power, specifically the type of power held by men (clear and specific topic sentence). When Uncle Jack comments that (introduces quote) Scout is “growing out of [her] pants a little,” (90) (quote cited and incorporated into author’s sentence) it seems to be a mere comment on her new use of swear words. However (transition word), he continues with the question, “You want to grow up to be a lady, don’t you?” (90). Here he implies that Scout trying to put on bigger pants than she can handle is unfeminine (explanation of quote in an extra sentence). In other words, Scout’s attempts to ‘wear bigger pants’ are inappropriate not because she is young, but because she is a girl (conclusion circles back to and extends topic sentence).
