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Writing About Key Passages


Directions: 
1. Annotate the passage. Locate key words, alliteration, allusions. Write down your thoughts. Connect this passage with other parts of the novel. Look for symbolism. Ask at least 3 questions. 10 minutes.

2. When you’re done, exchange with a partner who has a different passage. Respond to that partner’s annotations by answering their questions and commenting on their comments. Add your own annotations. Give the paragraph back to its original owner. 10 minutes.

3. Based on the annotations, develop a well-organized paragraph or essay in which you respond to the prompt at the bottom of your paper. Use topic sentences, textual evidence, and a conclusion. You may attach extra pages as needed.

Chapter 22


“I think I’ll be a clown when I get grown,” said Dill.


Jem and I stopped in our tracks.


“Yes sir, a clown,” he said. “There ain’t one thing in this world I can do about folks except laugh, so I’m gonna join the circus and laugh my head off.”


“You got it backwards, Dill,” said Jem. “Clowns are sad, it’s folks that laugh at them.”


“Well I’m gonna be a new kind of clown. I’m gonna stand in the middle of the ring and laugh at the folks. Just looka yonder,” he pointed. “Every one of ‘em oughta be ridin’ broomsticks. …
How is Dill’s decision to be a clown related to the rest of the novel?
Directions: 
1. Annotate the passage. Locate key words, alliteration, allusions. Write down your thoughts. Connect this passage with other parts of the novel. Look for symbolism. Ask at least 3 questions. 10 minutes.

2. When you’re done, exchange with a partner who has a different passage. Respond to that partner’s annotations by answering their questions and commenting on their comments. Add your own annotations. Give the paragraph back to its original owner. 10 minutes.

3. Based on the annotations, develop a well-organized paragraph or essay in which you respond to the prompt at the bottom of your paper. Use topic sentences, textual evidence, and a conclusion. You may attach extra pages as needed.

Chapter 23


“If you had been on that jury, son, and eleven other boys like you, Tom would be a free man,” said Atticus. “So far nothing in your life has interfered with your reasoning process. Those are twelve reasonable men in everyday life, Tom’s jury, but you saw something come between them and reason. You saw the same thing that night in front of the jail. When that crew went away, they didn’t go as reasonable men, they went because we were there. There’s something in our world that makes men lose their heads--they couldn’t be fair if the tried. …”

According to Atticus, what is different about a child’s view of the world and an adults? How does the rest of the novel support this difference?

Directions: 
1. Annotate the passage. Locate key words, alliteration, allusions. Write down your thoughts. Connect this passage with other parts of the novel. Look for symbolism. Ask at least 3 questions. 10 minutes.

2. When you’re done, exchange with a partner who has a different passage. Respond to that partner’s annotations by answering their questions and commenting on their comments. Add your own annotations. Give the paragraph back to its original owner. 10 minutes.

3. Based on the annotations, develop a well-organized paragraph or essay in which you respond to the prompt at the bottom of your paper. Use topic sentences, textual evidence, and a conclusion. You may attach extra pages as needed.

Chapter 23

“…Naw, Jem, I think there’s just one kind of folks. Folks.” …


“That’s what I thought, too,” he said at last, “when I was your age. If there’s just one kind of folks, why can’t they get along with each other? If they’re all alike, why do they go out of their way to despise each other? Scout, I think I’m beginning to understand something. I think I’m beginning to understand why Boo Radley’s stayed shut up in the house all this time . . . it’s because he wants to stay inside.”

What does Jem come to understand about the nature of people? How does his understanding differ from Scout’s?

Directions: 
1. Annotate the passage. Locate key words, alliteration, allusions. Write down your thoughts. Connect this passage with other parts of the novel. Look for symbolism. Ask at least 3 questions. 10 minutes.

2. When you’re done, exchange with a partner who has a different passage. Respond to that partner’s annotations by answering their questions and commenting on their comments. Add your own annotations. Give the paragraph back to its original owner. 10 minutes.

3. Based on the annotations, develop a well-organized paragraph or essay in which you respond to the prompt at the bottom of your paper. Use topic sentences, textual evidence, and a conclusion. You may attach extra pages as needed.

Chapter 25

Mr. Underwood didn’t talk about miscarriages of justice, he was writing so children could understand. Mr. Underwood simply figured it was a sin to kill cripples, be they standing, sitting, or escaping. He likened Tom’s death to the senseless slaughter of songbirds by hunters and children, and Maycomb thought he was trying to write an editorial poetical enough to be reprinted in The Montgomery Advertiser.

Explain the significance of the passage.
Directions: 
1. Annotate the passage. Locate key words, alliteration, allusions. Write down your thoughts. Connect this passage with other parts of the novel. Look for symbolism. Ask at least 3 questions. 10 minutes.

2. When you’re done, exchange with a partner who has a different passage. Respond to that partner’s annotations by answering their questions and commenting on their comments. Add your own annotations. Give the paragraph back to its original owner. 10 minutes.

3. Based on the annotations, develop a well-organized paragraph or essay in which you respond to the prompt at the bottom of your paper. Use topic sentences, textual evidence, and a conclusion. You may attach extra pages as needed.

Chapter 28


Jem said, “Boo must not be at home. Listen.”


High above us in the darkness a solitary mocker poured out his repertoire in blissful unawareness of whose tree he sat in, plunging from the shrill kee, kee of the sunflower bird to the irascible qua-ack of a bluejay, to the sad lament of Poor Will, Poor Will, Poor Will.


We turned the corner and I tripped on a root growing in the road. Jem tried to help me, but all he did was drop my costume in the dust. I didn’t fall, though, and soon we were on our way again.
How does this passage provide foreshadowing? 
