VISUAL JOURNAL INSTRUCTIONS


Read through the assigned chapters.  You will complete a reading journal entry for each chapter that you read, except Chapter 1, which we will read together in class.  English I students will complete 16 entries; Honors students will complete 30. All journal entries must include a LABEL of the chapter number, a VISUAL component, a WRITTEN component, and at least one QUOTATION that relates to the ideas in your entry.  Use at least one complete page for each journal entry. Journal entries are due on the day that the chapters are due, according to the calendar.  I may collect journals at any time.  You should carry them to class each day to use for class assignments. Challenge students may substitute chapters of Other Voices, Other Rooms for chapters of To Kill a Mockingbird.

Try all kinds of ideas to find your favorites and make it meaningful for you.  Mix and match from the list below.  

VISUAL COMPONENT:

(always strive to reflect the significant IDEAS from the chapter, not just events)

· Decorative/Symbolic Page Border

· Collage/ Magazine Cutouts

· Illustrations
· Paintings and drawings
· Comic Book/Graphic Novel frames

· A map of the town

· Symbolic Drawings

· Calligraphy/Illuminated Quotations

· Timeline

· Chart, Venn Diagram

· Advertisement/Postcard

· Graffiti of key words or images
· A visually stunning annotation of a passage you copy from the book
· Movie Poster Design

· News articles on related topics

· Anything you can attach to the page with a glue stick

· Song lyrics copied into your journal
· Quotations from other authors or thinkers on similar subjects.

· Fashion Designs

· Color symbolism – use colors of ink or paper that are significant to the chapter.
EXTRA CREDIT:  Decorate the Cover of your journal in a way that is both artistic and meaningful (in relation to the novel).
WRITTEN COMPONENT: 
First, consider your general impressions and then move describe more specific observations and analyses. Use the following questions as a guideline (you do not have to answer them specifically; they are just to help you focus): 
· What are your overall impressions of the reading?
· What particular passages or details stand out to you? Why do you think they are important?
· How does this reading relate to the themes we have been discussing in this unit? The themes of other units? The themes of the course as a whole?
· How do your personal experiences or background relate to the reading?
· What questions do you have about the reading? What passages or ideas were difficult to understand?  If you choose this option, you should propose your own theories for your questions.

· How have characters (especially Scout and Jem) changed or grown in this section?

· Discuss the way that Harper Lee uses the events of the chapter to discuss one of the following:  literacy, gender roles, parenting, southern culture, fear, coming of age, good and evil, or another theme you discover. (You may find it interesting to choose one of these topics to follow throughout the book, especially if you are already familiar with the plot.)

Write one of the following:  
- A ½ to 1 page JOURNAL ENTRY based on your reading.  

-  A POEM that you write as a response to the chapter

- An INTERNAL MONOLOGUE from a character other than Scout
