Understanding the terms in the EOC questions. . .

Study the terms and their definitions if you are not familiar with them.  Teachers are NOT allowed to explain what the terms in the questions mean while you are taking the test.  I’ve used the terms in questions just so you can see how they might be used on the test.

1. selection
        
What is the author’s values in this selection?

Definition:             
a passage, poem, or script

2. main idea
What is the author’s main idea in this selection?

Definition:             
the thought that organizes the passage 

3. purpose

What is the author’s main purpose in this selection?

     Definition:             
an intention  (examples are to enjoy, to find information, to persuade)

4. context

Based on the context of paragraph 3, the phrase “turned me off” means. . .

Definition:             
surrounding words or sentences 

5. emphasize     
The writer’s use of the words “bright,” “dim,” and “bleak” emphasize which of the following?

Definition:                  to stress, put attention on 

6. refer

What does the phrase “delusions of grandeur” refer to in paragraph 10?

Definition:           
to direct the reader’s attention 
7. in common
What do the characters have in common?
Definition:           
shared, in the same way 
8. critique

Which of the following would strengthen the writer’s critique?

Definition:             
literary analysis 
9. critical essay
Read the following critical essay.
Definition: 

a piece of writing that analyzes literature, positive or negative 

10. critical

The author feels critical of. . .


Definition: 

judgmental (negative)

11. theme  

Which of the following best expresses the theme of the passage?

Definition: 

overall message, lesson for life 
12. conflict

What is the most important conflict in the play?

Definition: 

struggle between opposing forces 
13. tone

Which of the following best expresses the tone?

Definition: 

an emotion communicated indirectly, through word choice (somber, lighthearted, etc.)

14. attitude

Which statement best describes the narrator’s attitude about _______?
Definition:            
a position or opinion about a topic 

15. imagery

What effect does the author achieve with the imagery in lines 5-9?

Definition:            
comparisons, such as metaphor, simile, and personification 

16. diction

The use of sophisticated diction for a simple task indicates what tone?

Definition:             
word choice 

17. parallel

The use of parallel verbs in the sentence emphasizes which of the following?
Definition:             
similar, corresponding

18. run-on

Which of the following sentences is a run-on?

Definition:            
two complete ideas incorrectly joined because they are joined without punctuation 




or are joined only with a comma 

19. fragment
Which of the following is a fragment?

Definition:            
 an incomplete idea

20. wordiness
How could sentence 8 be revised to reduce wordiness?

Definition:            
using more words than are needed, making a statement unclear 

21. clarity

How could sentences 4 and 5 best be combined to enhance clarity?

Definition:           
  state of being clear 

22. coherence
How could sentences 4 and 5 best be combined to enhance coherence?

Definition:              
logic 

23. conciseness
Which of the following best combines sentences 6 and 7 to improve conciseness?

Definition:             
being brief while still providing complete information 
