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The climax of “The Dead” being placed so near the end of the story seems to tie into the importance of death in the story. James Joyce seems to be relating the story to a human life, with the end of the story representing the end of the life. “Better pass boldly into that other world, in the full glory of some passion, than fade and wither dismally with age” (14) is not only a quote from the story, but also seemingly the reason the author put the climax so close to the end.


By putting the climax on the last page of the story, Joyce really stresses the message that death can come at any time. “ ‘He is dead,’ she said at length. ‘He died when he was only seventeen.’ “ (13) and “ ‘When I was only a week in the convent he died and was buried” (14) are talking about how Michael Furey died before his life had really started. Since the story isn’t very long, it could represent the tragic ending of a young life. By cutting the story off so soon after the climax, it seems like Joyce is showing how quickly and unpredictably death can come.


This story shows a whole new way of using symbolism. Not only does Joyce use it in his words, but he also uses the placement of the climax as a symbol. It added extra depth to the message of death being the end. This interesting type of symbolism gives a new perspective on underlying meanings in the story.

This essay has a clear and original thesis, uses quotes for support, and follows the structure of an essay with an introduction, conclusion, and body paragraph.
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Throughout “And Of Clay We Are Created” Rolf Carle’s character goes through some emotional changes. Rolf and first is intriguing and hopes for the best outcomes with Azucena and his pas as stated on gape 323, “Rolf Carle, buoyed by a premature optimism, was convinced that everything would end well.” “…He loved [Azucena] more than he could ever love anyone, more than he loved his mother, more than his sister…” (330) We see as the story progresses that Rolf stayed by her and learns more about her to a point that he begins to love her. “She sank slowly, a flower in the mud” (331) Rolf’s boyish optimism is gone as Azucena dies and he escapes into himself. “Your cameras lie forgotten in a closet; you do not write or sing; you sit long hours before the window staring at the mountains. Beside you, I wait for you to complete the voyage into yourself, for the old wounds to heal” (331). Rolf Carle enters into the life of Azucena somewhat healed of his childhood but as he spends time with the child his wounds open again and if he will ever be healed no one knows.

This essay has a clear topic sentence, which is supported with evidence from the text. Though the writer does not incorporate the quotes into sentences, they are explained. The writer ends with a conclusion sentence.
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