Binder Section: General Information


Avoiding Plagiarism

Plagiarism is when you pretend someone else’s work and words are your own.  Some people do this on purpose and some stumble into it, but either way, it is still plagiarism.  Some people lose their jobs because of plagiarism.  Some get sued.  Some get expelled from college.  Most of all, it is a violation of good moral character.  So you can see, it is something to be taken very seriously. 

Because the consequences are so severe, it is important for you to know precisely what to do to avoid plagiarism.  If you are writing a paper and you state something that is common knowledge, such as Hawaii has many beaches, then you do not need to cite it.  If it is not common knowledge, such as Hawaii is the only state that grows coffee, then you need to ask how you know that.  Perhaps you grew up in Hawaii and it was common knowledge there, so you knew it just from your own experience.   Perhaps you are a coffee tycoon, and you noticed this fact on your own.  Then you do not need to cite it either, although you may if you wish.  However, if you got the information from any other source and it is not common knowledge, then you must cite it.  If you do not, then you have committed plagiarism whether you meant to or not.  

In addition to knowing when to cite your work, you must also put the information you gain from your source into your own words.  If you do not, you must place it in quotation marks. We’ll talk more about formatting citations in the future.


Practice:  Suppose you read the following from What Every American Should Know About American History by Axelrod and Phillips, in your research:  


“In 1852, a novel entitled Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or Life Among the Lowly, was published.  It was to do more than any other piece of writing, whether political treatise or newspaper editorial, to promote popular support for abolition.”

Directions:  Write yes if the sentence has adequately been put into the essay writer’s own words and no if it has not.

_____1.  A novel entitled Uncle Tom’s Cabin, or Life Among the Lowly, was published in 1852.

_____2.  The popular novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin was also known by the title Life Among the Lowly.

_____3.  It was to do more than any other piece of writing to promote popular support for abolition.

_____4.  For abolition, it was to do more than any other piece of writing to promote popular support.

_____5.  More than all the other writings of the day, such as political essays and newspaper opinions, Uncle Tom’s Cabin made more converts to the cause of abolishing slavery.

   6. To avoid using the same phrases as the original, protect yourself by taking very basic notes. How would you take notes   on the following information without plagiarizing? 


“In 1845, John L. O’Sullivan, editor of the New York Post, first used the words “manifest destiny” to describe the American’s restlessness and passion for new land.”

From Anderson, Jane. “The Magic Plagiarism Worksheet.”  Courtesy of teacherspayteachers.com.


I have had the concept of plagiarism explained to me and I understand it.  I commit myself to avoiding it.

Signature and date

Name (Print legibly)

