
Preparation:  (10 minutes)

1. Talk through any parts that group members boxed in because they were confusing.  Try to clarify as many confusions as you can.  

2. Skim through the story again.  Draw lines on your copy to separate the 5 parts of the plot (exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution.)  Everyone should do this on his or her own paper.

Discussion: (15-20 minutes) Your group will work with the idea of   [blood / lather / the razor ] in the story “Just Lather, Nothing Else.”  Choose someone from your group to take notes on this page about your discussion.  The person you choose should be someone who is capable of taking notes while participating in the discussion.

3. Make a hypothesis.  Based on your reading so far, what seems to be the purpose of [blood / lather / the razor ] in the story?  Does it seem to represent anything?

4. Skim through the story again.  Mark a star every time that you see references to [blood / lather / the razor].  (You should have found most of them last night.)  In order to see the patterns later, you will want to mark more than just the individual word.  For example, if it is a drop of blood, you should mark the whole phrase.  

5. Once you have found all the text evidence, analyze it.  [What patterns do you see?  What happens as the story progresses?  How does the language change?  Is there any relation to the parts of the plot?] Propose several answers to this question.  

6. Reevaluate your hypothesis.  Did your analysis support your hypothesis completely?  partially? not at all?

7. Draw conclusions:  What was the author’s purpose in using the image of  [blood / lather / the razor] the way he did?  What effect was he trying to have on the reader?

8. What themes does the author convey with this story?  [What does the story say about war? violence? revenge?  human nature? good and evil? patriotism?]    Write a complete theme statement for any three of these topics, or a topic that your group suggests.

Spend your extra time arguing:

9. Who is more patriotic, the barber or the captain?

10. Who is more self-possessed, the barber or the captain?

11. Did the barber do the right thing?  Give arguments for and against the barber’s decision.

