“Just Lather, That’s All” Connection: Kohlberg’s Theory

Kohlberg's Theory of Moral Development - Explained

Lawrence Kohlberg (1927-1987) was a well-known theorist in the field of moral development. He posed moral dilemmas (e.g., Heinz Dilemma) to his subjects then asked questions to probe their reasons for recommending a specific course of action.

The Heinz Dilemma

Scenario 1  A woman was near death from a unique kind of cancer. There is a drug that might save her. The drug costs $4,000 per dosage. The sick woman's husband, Heinz, went to everyone he knew to borrow the money and tried every legal means, but he could only get together about $2,000. He asked the doctor scientist who discovered the drug for a discount or to let them pay the full amount later. But the doctor scientist refused. Should Heinz break into the laboratory to steal the drug for his wife? Why or why not? 

Scenario 2  Heinz broke into the laboratory and stole the drug. The next day, the newspapers reported the break-in and theft. Brown, who was both a police officer and friend of Heinz, remembered seeing Heinz last evening, behaving suspiciously near the laboratory. Later that night, he saw Heinz running away from the laboratory.  Should Brown report what he saw? Why or why not? 

Scenario 3  Officer Brown reported what he saw. Heinz was arrested and brought to court. If convicted, he faces up to two years in jail. Heinz was found guilty. Should the judge sentence Heinz to prison? Why or why not?

Stages of Moral Reasoning

From his research, he identified six stages of reasoning. Look back at your answers. Decide which level of Moral Development you were functioning at when you made the decision. Write the level next to each of your answers and circle it.

Kohlberg's Theory of Moral Development
   Stage

Name




Example / Explanation

	6
	Universal principles
	

	5
	Social contract
	

	4
	Authority
	

	3
	Conformity
	

	2
	Self-interest
	

	1
	Obedience and punishment
	


“The Tyrant”

from House, MD. Season 6, Episode 3.
While you watch:

	What I saw… Memorable images, facial expressions, cuts.
	What I heard… Memorable lines, sound effects.
	Connections to “Just Lather”…

	
	Listen for these lines:

“Either do something about it or shut up.”

“You were trying to put a gun in his hand and point it at my head.”

“It is not so easy when you have to do it yourself.”

“She’s too weak to act on her beliefs.”
	


After you watch:

What moral stage does the barber function on? Write it on his side of the diagram. Dr. Chase? Write it on his side.

     	The Barber							Dr. Chase








