	“And of Clay Are We Created”

by Isabel Allende

Rolf Carlé is a news reporter who visits a small town to report on a mudslide caused by the eruption of a snow-capped volcano. He reports on one victim, Azucena (“ah-soo-say-na”), a 13 year-old girl who is found buried in the mud up to her neck. Carlé stays by her side for days, devoting to this girl more time and emotion than is normal for a news reporter. In comforting the young girl, day and night, Carlé comes to terms with abandoning his own younger sister, Katharina, now dead, who was mentally retarded and scorned by their father. Carlé grows very close to Azucena before she dies. After the event, he spends all his time watching the news footage of Azucena, trying to think of how he could have saved her. He stops reporting. His wife/girlfriend, who narrates the story, looks forward to when he returns to normal.
	Message or Topic
	“The Dead”

by James Joyce

Gabriel Conroy and his wife Gretta are attending an annual dance party hosted by Gabriel’s aunts Kate and Julia. It is snowing. The dance goes off well, with much small talk and gossip. Gabriel makes a speech during the dance about leaving the past behind and moving forward with the future. As they return back to their hotel room, Gabriel hopes to rekindle his relationship with his wife. However, she admits that a song she heard at the dance has made her start thinking about Michael Furey, a boyfriend she had when she was young. At first Gabriel is angry and jealous. Gretta explains that he died for her. He came to say goodbye to her before a trip one snowy night when he was very ill and died one week later, at 17. He used to sing the song she heard at the dance. Crying, Gretta falls asleep. Gabriel, having realized that, like Michael Furey, his loved ones will soon die and that he loves his wife more than he thought, watches the snow fall heavily outside the window “upon all the living and the dead.” 

	
	Dying young


	

	
	The dead often command more of our attention than the living.


	

	
	Symbolism of Lily


	

	Clay
	Natural disasters can bring a sense of rebirth.


	Dead

	
	Guilt


	

	
	Deep and symbolic title


	

	
	Feelings of love evolve to be stronger after difficulties.


	


Socratic Seminar on Intertextuality – NOTES


Name:








Remember to…


stay on topic!


respect other speakers!


always have evidence!








