Name:

“How to Talk to Girls at Parties” by Neil Gaiman

Listening Experience -  Short Story Review

Face Reds:  Setting





Face Blacks: Symbolism of cheap wine, getting 

lost, Coca-Cola

Odd Reds:   Vic’s characterization (Dynamic or static?)
Odd Blacks: Enn’s (narrator’s) characterization 

(Dynamic or static?)

Even Reds:  Characterization of the girls at the party
Even Blacks: Plot diagram

In the space below, write down lines or words from the story, summaries, and symbolic drawings that explore your topic. You need to add at least one entry for every page (except if your topic is not present on that page).

Questions to keep track of:

· What can we tell about Vic and Enn from their first conversation? (1)

· When is Enn narrating the story? (1)

· What is the first obstacle in the story? (1)


· How does the setting of the neighborhood match the mood of the story? (1)

· If Vic and Enn aren’t “young adults,” what are they? (2)

· What is the second obstacle in the story? (2)

· As you read, try to find hints that the party isn’t what it’s supposed to be. (2-6)

· How are the girls described? (2)

· Who are these girls? How do you know? (3)

· What is “the thing with the liquid in the eyes, when the world blurs”? (4)

· The author uses dramatic irony in this story. Dramatic irony occurs when the audience or reader knows something that the characters don’t. What is ironic about Vic’s “explanation” about the party? (4)

· What does Triolet explain about poetry? (6)

· “I could not even begin to guess” (7). Why does Enn not get it?

· What does Enn come to learn at the end, according to this line: “my feet treading out the measure of a poem that, try as I might, I could not properly remember and would never be able to repeat” (7)?

· How do you talk to girls at parties?

· What is a message of this story?

