Odyssey Reading Questions
In addition to taking notes on stickies in your book, answer these few questions for each reading.

“Calypso” p. 652-654

Reading and questions due Thursday 11/5
This episode occurs after Odysseus has fought in the Trojan War, blinded the Cyclops, visited Circe, gone to the underworld, faced the Sirens and Scylla and Charybdis, and found that his men had killed the cattle of Helios. This occurs right before Odysseus goes to King Alcinous.

Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper in order to be prepared for class.

1. According to the description, what does Calypso have in common with Circe? (652, lines 51-53)

2. When Hermes arrives on Calypso’s island, where is Odysseus? What is he doing? Why is this important to understanding Odysseus’ character or personality? (653)

3. Calypso asks Odysseus to compare her to his wife, Penelope. His answer is not straightforward. How does he reply? Why? What does his response show about his character? (654)

4. Make up your own question and try to answer it. The question should either be about something you don’t understand or a probing discussion question with no clear right answer.

“The Meeting of Father and Son” p. 690-694

Reading and questions due Monday 11/9

This episode occurs after Odysseus has arrived on Ithaca, secretly. He has been staying with a servant and has kept his identity concealed. No one on Ithaca knows Odysseus has returned.

Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper in order to be prepared for class.
1. When Telemachus enters the swineherd’s hut, the swineherd goes up to hug him as Odysseus watches on, in disguise as a beggar. What is ironic about the description on page 691, lines 946-954? (Fagles: page 339, lines 16-25)

2. How does Telemachus first respond when Odysseus tells him that he is Telemachus’ father? (693) Why?

3. Make up your own question and try to answer it. The question should either be about something you don’t understand or a probing discussion question with no clear right answer.
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