Standard

Open up your assignment packet to look at the example close reading essay. It is titled “The Worthless ‘House of Gold.’” 

Take 10 minutes now and, by yourself or with a partner, do the following:

In the first paragraph…

1. Box where the author explains what’s happening in that part of the book. This is where the author “situates” the quote.

2. Locate and underline the thesis statement in the first paragraph.

3. In the thesis statement, circle any three words you expect to be important in the rest of the essay. These are key words.

In the body paragraphs…

4. Underline each topic sentence. 

5. In the topic sentence, circle three key words.

6. Box each quoted word or phrase that comes from the passage in italics at the top of the essay. This is support.

In the conclusion…

7. Circle any key words. 

Honors

Open up your assignment packet to look at the example close reading essay. It is titled “The Paradoxical Training of Odysseus.”

In the first paragraph…

1. Box where the author explains what’s happening in that part of the book. This is where the author “situates” the quote.

2. Locate and underline the thesis statement in the first paragraph.

3. In the thesis statement, circle any three words you expect to be important in the rest of the essay. These are key words.

In the body paragraphs…

4. Underline each topic sentence. 

5. In the topic sentence, circle three key words.

6. Box each quoted word or phrase that comes from the passage in italics at the top of the essay. This is support.

7. Circle any transition words or phrases.

In the conclusion…

8. Circle any key words. 

9. Compare the conclusion to the introduction. Underline any sentences that introduce a completely new idea.

