Binder Section: Grammar



Diagramming Sentences

A sentence diagram gives you a picture of a sentence to show which parts are most important.

1. Basics




Subject: What the sentence is about. Often the person or thing doing the action in the sentence.


Example: Odysseus brags.

Predicate: What the subject is doing. Usually appears after the subject in a sentence.


Example: Odysseus brags.


2. Adding a direct object



Direct Object: Receives the action of the verb. 


Example: Penelope loves Odysseus.


Who does Penelope love? Odysseus. Odysseus is the direct object.


3. Dealing with linking verbs.


When a sentence uses a linking verb like be, seem, believe, grow, feel it renames the subject with an adjective. 

For instance, “I feel sad,” uses a linking verb, feel. 



I = sad

“You are cool,” uses the linking verb “are” to rename “you” as “cool.” 
You = cool

The linking verb is like an equals sign. Subject = adjective.


Odysseus is lame. 


4. Complex sentences (preview).
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