Allusions to The Odyssey

Choices:

Odysseus as Adventurer

“Ulysses” ***

“Ithaca,” C.P. Cavafy, purple book p. 711 ***

“The Sea Call,” Nikos Kazantzakis, purple book p. 712 ***

Penelope

“An Ancient Gesture,” Edna St. Vincent Millay, purple book p. 697 **

Sirens

“Siren Song,” Margaret Atwood, green book p. 849 *

Stars indicate the level of difficulty.

Instructions:

You need to evaluate what this piece of literature communicates about the character in The Odyssey.
1. Read through the allusion and annotate it. Define unknown words, locate figurative language (simile, metaphor, alliteration, assonance, etc.), locate vivid concrete description, circle and explain the importance of key words, write down any ideas the allusion gives you.

2. Highlight in one color the words or lines that match what you already understand about the character from reading The Odyssey.
3. Next to each similarity from #2, write in the margin what section of the story tells you that character trait. (Give an example.)

4. Highlight in another color the words or lines that introduce a new side of the character that you did not see in The Odyssey.
5. Next to each difference from #4, write in the margin what character trait each highlighted section shows. For instance, you could write, “cunning,” or “weak,” or “weepy.”

6. On the back of your paper, write a thesis statement what the allusion tells readers about this character from The Odyssey.  
