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Where shall a man find sweetness to surpass

his own home and his parents? In far lands

he shall not, though he find a house of gold. (Fitzgerald 656)


The feast is over and the hosts finally ask their guest, “Who are you? Where are you from?” Odysseus, the guest, explains to King Alcinous and Queen Arete that he comes from Ithaca, a place he loves and misses. Even though Odysseus has been traveling to different islands and getting treasure, he still values his home and his family more than wealth. Some readers may think Odysseus is selfish and that he only values what he has learned to value in the war, but Odysseus actually reveals himself to be very devoted to his home and the people there.



Odysseus uses a comparison to explain his devotion to his family. He explains that the “sweetness” of a man’s “own home” and “parents” is much better than living in “a house of gold.” In this comparison, Odysseus says that he (and other men like him) value family more than wealth. Owning a “house of gold,” may make a person rich, but it will never provide the love and support that a family can. A “house of gold,” might even be painful to live in: you might have to clean it all the time and it may not be very comfortable. A normal house might not be valuable materially--for instance, it might be a shack--but at least it has emotional value since the person’s family and memories are there.


Sadly, the parts of his life Odysseus values are far away from him and the material wealth he claims not to value is right there. Odysseus’ “own home” may no longer be his, since all of the suitors are waiting to marry his wife, Penelope. Additionally, his parents are either dead or grieving. Odysseus’ mother dies while he is away and his father seems to lose his mind. His “home” and his “parents” have fallen to pieces since Odysseus left for Troy. On the other hand, Odysseus finds many riches in his travels toward Ithaca. He takes sheep and rams, steals cheeses, receives gifts of wine and other valuables from those he meets. Whereas material goods come easily to Odysseus on his journey, love and family do not.

Truly the “unluckiest man alive,” (Fagles 256), Odysseus, like many people, cannot have what he most wants. In describing his home and his parents, Odysseus proves to his listener that he does not value riches only. He values relationships.

