List of Quotes Close Reading Analysis

Binder Section: Writing


Directions: 

· Choose one of the quotes below, making sure to follow Honors only/Standard only guidelines. 

· Copy your quote word for word onto the middle of a separate sheet of paper (handwritten or typed). 

· Then, annotate your quote following steps 1-4 (Standard) or 1-7 (Honors) found on page one of your assignment packet. It should look something like the Example Annotation found on page two of your assignment packet. 

· This will be due on Tuesday, 10/27.

1.
Polyphemous recognizes Odysseus (Honors only)

“Come back, Odysseus, and I’ll treat you well,

praying the god of earthquake to befriend you––

his son I am, for he by his avowal

fathered me, and if he will, he may

heal me of this black wound––we and no other

of all the happy gods or mortal men.”

(Fitzgerald 670) (or Fagles 227)

2.
Polyphemous prays to Poseidon

 “Oh hear me, lord, blue girdler of the islands,

if I am thine indeed, and thou art father:

grant that Odysseus, raider of cities, never

see his home: Laertes’ son, I mean,

who kept his hall on Ithaca. Should destiny

intend that he shall see his roof again

among his family in his fatherland,

far be that day, and dark the years between.

Let him lose all companions, and return 

under strange sail to bitter days at home.”

(Fitzgerald 670) (or Fagles 228)

3.
Penelope 

 “ ‘Surely, surely,’

my noble mother answered quickly, ‘she’s still waiting

there in your halls, poor woman, suffering so,

her life an endless hardship like your own…

wasting away the nights, weeping away the days.’ ”

(Fagles 255) (also on photocopied insert)

4. 
Laertes

“ ‘As for your father,

he keeps to his own farm—he never goes to town—

with no bed for him there, no blankets, glossy throws;

all winter long he sleeps in the lodge with servants,

in the ashes by the fire, his body wrapped in rags.

But when summer comes and the bumper crops of harvest,

Any spot on the rising ground of his vineyard rows

He makes his bed, heaped high with fallen leaves,

And there he lies in anguish…’” 

(Fagles 255) (also on photocopied insert)

5.
Odysseus tries to embrace his mother

“And I, my mind in turmoil, how I longed

to embrace my mother’s spirit, dead as she was!

Three times I rushed toward her, desperate to hold her,

Three times she fluttered through my fingers, sifting away 

Like a shadow, dissolving like a dream, and each time

The grief cut to the heart, shaper, yes, and I,

I cried out to her, words winging into darkness…”

(Fagles 256) (also on photocopied insert)

6.
The Sirens

“He will not see his lady nor his children

in joy, crowding about him, home from sea;

the Sirens will sing his mind away

on their sweet meadow lolling. There are bones

of dead men rotting in a pile beside them

and flayed skins shrivel around the spot.”

(Fitzgerald 678) (or Fagles 272)

7.
Odysseus sees his men killed by Scylla (Honors only)

“I happened to glace aft at ship and oarsmen

and caught sight of their arms and legs, dangling

high overhead. Voices came down to me

in anguish, calling my name for the last time.

A man surf-casting on a point of rock

for bass or mackerel, whipping his long rod

to drop the sinker and the bait far out,

will hook a fish and rip it from the surface

to dangle wriggling through the air;

so these

were borne aloft in spasms toward the cliff.”

(Fitzgerald 683) (or Fagles 279)

8.
The Cattle of Helios are killed (Standard only)

“ ‘O Father Zeus and gods in bliss forever,

you made me sleep away this day of mischief!

O cruel drowsing, in the evil hour!

Here they say, and a great work they contrived.’”

(Fitzgerald 686) (or Fagles 282)

Honors only: If you would like to use a different quote (3-10 lines long), just get approval from me before you begin. Email me with the page number and line numbers and I will email you back. alexa.garvoille@dpsnc.net










