Binder Section: Writing


Close Reading:

How to Turn an Annotation into an Essay

1. Look over your annotation. Do you see any contradictions, opposites, or anything confusing? Most good ideas come from things that don’t make sense.

2. Write a thesis statement explaining that contradiction or problem.

For example: 

Contradiction: Odysseus describes Circe as “beautiful” even though he’s talking about how much he wants to go home so he should be thinking about his wife.

Thesis: Odysseus shows through undertones in his language that he enjoys his adventures, particularly with the goddesses, and doesn’t want to go home to routine and safety.

3. Identify the steps of your argument. What do you have to prove?

Thesis: Odysseus shows through undertones in his language that he enjoys his adventures, particularly with the goddesses, and doesn’t want to go home to routine and safety.

Steps: 
1. Show the undertones in his language.


2. Show that these undertones prove he likes the adventure.


3. Explain that if he likes the adventure that means he doesn’t like home.

4. Outline your paper with your evidence.


I. Intro. Situate quote. Put thesis at the end of intro paragraph.


II. Show the undertones in his language.



A. Calypso: “loveliest among goddesses”



B. Calypso: “smooth caves”



C. Circe: “in my heart I never gave consent”



D. Use of “h” sound is sensual


III. Show that these undertones prove he likes adventure



A. Spends 2/3 of paragraph talking about Circe/Calypso, only 1/3 talking about home.



B. Likes describing them.


IV. Explain that if he likes the adventure that means he doesn’t like home.



A. Home described as “rocky”



B. “good for a boy’s training” : Odysseus is now a man!

V. Conclusion. Odysseus is a true adventurer who never wants to get home. The fact that he doesn’t want to get home makes his homecoming at the end of the story even more miraculous.

