Binder Section: Writing
Thesis statements

Must be DADS:

	D
	Debatable: Must be an opinion that you could debate with someone else. A thesis cannot be a statement of commonly accepted fact. For instance, “The sky is blue,” is not a thesis because it is not debatable.

	A
	Analytical: Must be academic. A thesis needs to analyze the qualities of a text, not just say whether or not the author likes the text. “The Odyssey is a great book,” is not analytical. “The Odyssey shows readers that all heroes are flawed,” is analytical.

	D
	Defensible: You must be able to defend your statement with evidence. If you can’t prove a thesis solidly, it’s not a thesis.

	S
	Specific: Must include as many specifics as possible. “Odysseus is flawed,” is not a good thesis because it’s not specific. “Odysseus’ irrationality leads to death in his interactions with his shipmates in the ‘Cattle of the Sun God’ episode.”
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Name:

Thesis Statement Practice

Directions: For each of the following thesis statements, check off each quality. After you identify what is missing (is it not debatable? not analytical? not defensible? not specific?), rewrite the thesis to fix the problem.

1. When Odysseus sees his mother in the Land of the Dead, he wants to hold her but can’t.

This thesis statement IS…

( Debatable 
( Analytical

( Defensible

( Specific

This thesis statement is not (write the quality or qualities here [DAD or S]):

Rewritten thesis: 

2. Odysseus has good luck and always gets exactly what he wants.

This thesis statement IS…

( Debatable 
( Analytical

( Defensible

( Specific

This thesis statement is not (write the quality or qualities here [DAD or S]):

Rewritten thesis: 

3. Odysseus uses many phrases and actions that save him, making him clever.

This thesis statement IS…

( Debatable 
( Analytical

( Defensible

( Specific

This thesis statement is not (write the quality or qualities here [DAD or S]):

Rewritten thesis: 

4. Odysseus is a jerk.

This thesis statement IS…

( Debatable 
( Analytical

( Defensible

( Specific

This thesis statement is not (write the quality or qualities here [DAD or S]):

Rewritten thesis: 

5. Ithaca will always be the most important place to Odysseus.

This thesis statement IS…

( Debatable 
( Analytical

( Defensible

( Specific

This thesis statement is not (write the quality or qualities here [DAD or S]):

Rewritten thesis: 

