“Where shall a man find sweetness to surpass

his own home and his parents? In far lands

he shall not, thought he find a house of gold.”

(Fitzgerald 656)

Read the passage aloud quietly several times. Underline important phrases, define words you don’t understand, and summarize what happens in the margin. 

Situate the quotation in the plot: When does this happen? Who is involved? What happens? Write this below the text.

Examine characterization: What does the passage reveal about the character or characters involved, particularly Odysseus?

Look over your answers. What is revealed about the story based through the words used in this passage? Come up with some central ideas. For instance, you could address Odysseus’ motivations or elements of his character. Choose your strongest idea and rewrite it into a thesis statement.

