Close Reading Analysis: HONORS

on The Odyssey

(sometimes called an explication de texte)

“An explication de texte (cf. Latin explicare, to unfold, to fold out, or to make clear the meaning of) is a finely detailed, very specific examination of a short poem or short selected passage from a longer work, in order to find the focus or design of the work, either in its entirety in the case of the shorter poem or, in the case of the selected passage, the meaning of the microcosm, containing or signaling the meaning of the macrocosm (the longer work of which it is a part). To this end ‘close’ reading calls attention to all dynamic tensions, polarities, or problems in the imagery, style, literal content, diction, etc.” – Janice Patten, theliterarylink.com

Part I: Selection and Pre-Writing

Due Tuesday, October 27

Choose one of the passages from The Odyssey on the list distributed. Complete numbers 1-7 on your selected passage.

1. Read the passage aloud quietly several times. Underline important phrases, define words you don’t understand, and summarize what happens in the margin. 

2. Situate the quotation in the plot: When does this happen? Who is involved? What happens? Write this below the text.

3. Examine diction (word choice): Which words or synonyms are repeated? Which opposites appear? Does the narrator use alliteration, assonance, or consonance in the passage? Why might the narrator use such stylized language at this point in the story? Who is speaking this part of the story?

4. Examine figurative language: Identify metaphor, simile, and/or imagery (descriptions using the 5 senses).

5. Examine syntax: Are the sentences generally short or long? Are they straightforward and easy to understand or full of interjections and clauses? If your passage contains both long and short sentences, examine whether the sentence length varies based on the content of the sentence. Does the passage use parallel structure?

6. Examine characterization: What does the passage reveal about the character or characters involved, particularly Odysseus?

7. Look over your answers. What is revealed about the story based through the words used in this passage? Come up with some central ideas. For instance, you could address Odysseus’ motivations or elements of his character. Choose your strongest idea and rewrite it into a thesis statement.

Part II: Close Reading Essay

Due Thursday, October 29

Length: 2 pages (double-spaced)
Write a 2-page essay that proves your thesis statement (# 7) using evidence found in your close reading (# 2 - 6). You must stay focused on your passage and include a close analysis of individual words in addition to other elements of the passage. Each paragraph must incorporate citations (a quotation with a page number after it in parentheses).

Sample Organization:

¶ 1: 
Situate quotation in story (#2) and introduce how thesis relates to entire story (#7).

¶ 2-?: 
Identify 2-4 textual elements that support your thesis. This includes general trends like sentence structure as well as specific elements like an individual word. Write one paragraph on each to tell how that element adds to your thesis (#3 - 6). You do not need to include all answers to your pre-writing questions.

¶ Last:
Sum up your argument without simply rewording your thesis. Make a final statement about how this individual passage relates to or reveals the rest of the story.

Close Reading Analysis: STANDARD

on The Odyssey

(sometimes called an explication de texte)

“An explication de texte (cf. Latin explicare, to unfold, to fold out, or to make clear the meaning of) is a finely detailed, very specific examination of a short poem or short selected passage from a longer work, in order to find the focus or design of the work, either in its entirety in the case of the shorter poem or, in the case of the selected passage, the meaning of the microcosm, containing or signaling the meaning of the macrocosm (the longer work of which it is a part). To this end ‘close’ reading calls attention to all dynamic tensions, polarities, or problems in the imagery, style, literal content, diction, etc.” – Janice Patten, theliterarylink.com

Part I: Selection and Pre-Writing

Due Tuesday, October 27

Choose one of the passages from The Odyssey on the list distributed. Complete numbers 1-4 on your selected passage.

1. Read the passage aloud quietly several times. Underline important phrases, define words you don’t understand, and summarize what happens in the margin. 

2. Situate the quotation in the plot: When does this happen? Who is involved? What happens? Write this below the text.

3. Examine characterization: What does the passage reveal about the character or characters involved, particularly Odysseus?

4. Look over your answers. What is revealed about the story based through the words used in this passage? Come up with some central ideas. For instance, you could address Odysseus’ motivations or elements of his character. Choose your strongest idea and rewrite it into a thesis statement.

Part II: Close Reading Essay

Due Thursday, October 29

Length: 1 page (double-spaced)
Write a 1-page essay that proves your thesis statement (# 4) using evidence found in your close reading (# 3 and your annotated passage). You must stay focused on your passage and include a close analysis of specific individual words. Each paragraph must incorporate citations (a quotation with a page number after it in parentheses).

Sample Organization:

¶ 1: 
Situate quotation in story (#2) and introduce how thesis relates to entire story (#4).

¶ 2:
Prove your thesis by explanation how individual words or phrases reveal Odysseus’ character.

¶ 3:
Sum up your argument without simply rewording your thesis. Make a final statement about how this individual passage relates to or reveals the rest of the story.

