Rewriting Sentences from Memoirs

Name:

Period:

Directions: Read the original sentences from a memoir. Then, fill in the blanks in the following sentences with details from your own memories.

So instead of ski lessons I would go back to my room and fantasize about skiing. I would go back to my dorm room and daydream about skiing while I listened to Beethoven’s symphonies, nine of them. One a day and three on Sundays. 






--- From It’s a Slippery Slope, by Spalding Gray
1. So instead of _______________ I would go back to my _______________ and fantasize about ___________. I would go back to my ______________ and _______________ about ________________ while I listened to __________________, ___________________. ______ a day and _________ on ______________.

I enjoyed such moments––but only in brief. If the talk began to wander, or cross the border into familiarity, I would soon find reason to excuse myself. I had grown too comfortable in my solitude, the safest place I knew.








--- From Dreams from My Father, by Barack Obama

2. I ____________ such moments—but only _________. If ______________________, or __________________, I would soon ____________________________. I had grown too comfortable in my _____________________, the __________ place I knew.

I walked. My mother had given me the freedom of the streets as soon as I could say our telephone number. I walked and memorized the neighborhood. 


--- From An American Childhood, by Annie Dillard

3. I _______________. My ______________ have given me the _______________ of the _____________ as soon as I could _______________________________. I _____________ and _____________ the ____________________.

