Reading about Place
Homework Directions

We will discuss these pieces in class, so read them all.

Read the attached pieces about place. In each piece, locate 3 sentences (or more) that really impress you with their style, 3 sentences that make you think, “Gosh, that was good. I wish I could write like that.”

Step 1: Copy out your 3 sentences (or more) from each piece onto a sheet of notebook paper.

Step 2: Then, rewrite those 3 sentences (or more) using the author’s same structure, but your own experiences. You should use either an experience from your episode or name piece or an experience related to a place that is important to you.


Here’s an example:

I chose this sentence from Spalding Gray’s It’s a Slippery Slope: 

The first mountain I ever remember seeing was framed in the pane of my geometry class window at Fryeburg Academy in Maine in 1956. Well, I could hardly call it a mountain; maybe it was twelve hundred feet high. But it seemed like a mountain to one who came from Rhode Island, the flatlands.

Here is my rewrite about my own experiences living in Paris: 

The first truly cosmopolitan vignette I ever remember seeing was framed in the pane of my bedroom window chez Gassan, the host family that took me on in Paris’s 11th arrondisement in 2005. Well, I could hardly call it cosmopolitan; a few Euro chimneys, a handful of pigeons, a smattering of power cords. But it seemed like the big city to one who came from Spring Green, Wisconsin, the absolute desert of high culture.

*Honors:

1. If you’re in Honors English, you need to do 3 sentence rewrites from each piece. That means (at least) 9 new sentences.

*Standard:

1. If you’re in regular English, you need to do 3 sentence rewrites from ONE piece ONLY. That means (at least) 3 new sentences. 

2. However, you also need to copy out 3 sentences from the other two pieces that you really admire.

