Binder Section: Writing


Writing Workshop Procedures

These workshops are based on the professional relationship between an author and her editor. Authors and editors work together on writing for newspapers, magazines, stories, blogs, novels, and memoirs.

	The Author’s Overall Role
	The Editor’s Overall Role

	· The author must have a clear INTENTION for the piece. For example, an author’s intention may be, “I need this piece to make someone laugh,” or “I want to be able to show the happiness of my sister.”
· Consider how your editor responds to the piece. What parts need to be jazzed up? Which parts are confusing? You want your reader to ENJOY READING your piece.  
	· The editors must always focus on the PIECE, not on the WRITER. Continue to focus on how the experience is told rather than on the experience itself.

· Suggesting how the author can ADD to a piece is probably one of the most helpful responses. Find places in the piece that have potential for more development. 

· Help the author get the piece closer to what the AUTHOR WANTS it to be, not what you want it to be.


Do these steps with each person in your group:

1. Choose one of the rough draft pieces you have written. 

2. Read your piece aloud once through to your group member(s).

3. Follow steps 1 - 5 in the boxes below. Authors must take notes in their Writer’s Notebook.

4. Stay on task! This will count as a Classwork grade. Everyone starts with 100. Each time I see or hear you off task you lose 5 points.

	Editor does / Editors do…
	while the Author does…

	1. Tell the author what you like about the piece overall. For example, “I like the order of events,” or “I like the way you wrap up this piece.”


	1. Take notes on your left-hand page about what the editor likes. Explain your intention for the piece to your editor.



	2. Find specific words, phrases, and sentences that are especially strong. Tell the author which of these phrases you would not want changed ever.


	2. Highlight the words, phrases, and sentences you and the editor agree not to change. 



	3. Answer the author’s questions about the piece, pointing to specific parts in the text.
	3. Ask the editor your three questions about the piece. Write down the answers to these questions on your left-hand page.



	4. Help the author make a To Do list of what to change in the next draft.
	4. Based on your discussion, make a To Do list on your left-hand page of what to change in the next draft. There must be at least three points in your list. Consider how to get the piece how you want it (your intention).



	5. Help revise the piece. What should the author add, take out, or switch around based on your discussion? Make suggestions for sentences, phrases, and words to add or take out. 


	5. Revise the piece with the editor’s help until it’s time to switch roles. 


Directions for turning in a Revised Piece:

1. Follow the To Do list you created in the Workshop to add, change, clarify, or take parts out of your piece.

2. Type your piece. Typeface: Times New Roman, Arial, or Palatino. Font Size: 12. Double space unless I tell you otherwise. Add the following header:


Header Example: Student Name                         John Doe

                             Teacher Name                        Ms. Garvoille

                             Class and period                     English I Honors, 3rd period     

                             Date Month Year                    8 September 2009

3. Run spellcheck, ask a parent or sibling to read, reread the piece aloud to yourself to make sure everything makes sense.

4. Print it out. If you can’t print at home, email the document as an attachment to yourself and to me and then print it off (yourself) at the library at school in the morning. You can ask Mr. or Mrs. Larson to help you. You could also save your document to a thumb/flash/USB drive to print out at the library.

If you don’t have computer or printer access, you may handwrite your piece in blue or black ink on lined paper. Only write on every other line. Only write on one side of the paper.

GRADING: Your piece will be graded on how much work you put into it. The piece must be significantly different from the first draft in your Writer’s Notebook. All submitted drafts count as quiz grades. 

Other notes about questions raised in class:
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