Memoir Draft Checklist

Must be turned in with your final draft!
Author:

Editor(s):

Title

( yes
Is the title somewhat mysterious and connected to the deeper meaning of the memoir?

( no
If no, brainstorm some titles of memoirs you know. 


Other ideas for a new title:

Beginnings

( yes
Do beginnings of sections grab your attention? If not, choose a new beginning to try from the “Beginnings” handout.

( no
If no, section(s) where I need to rewrite the beginning:


Beginning technique(s) I will try: 

Endings

( yes
Do endings of sections give the reader closure while still leaving something to think about? If not, choose some new endings to try from the “Endings” handout.

( no
If no, section(s) where I need to rewrite the ending:

Ending technique(s) I will try (I recommend Circle, Ah-ha, and A Feeling): 

Detail

( yes
Does the author consistently use sensory descriptions? When you read it, you feel like you are at the event or in the author’s head.

( no
Locate sections that need more sensory detail. Write “detail” in the margin. 


Section(s) that need(s) more detail:

Detail

( yes
Does the author show emotions and events instead of telling them? Instead of saying “I went to bed,” the author could say, “I climbed under my covers, snuggled down into my pillow, and closed my eyes.”

( no
Locate section that tell instead of showing. Write “show, don’t tell” in the margin.


Sections(s) that need showing instead of telling:

Transitions

( yes
Does the author use chapters, white space, asterisks or some other way of dividing the story into sections? 


The author divides the text with:


Has the author written one integrated piece with clear transitions between events? Transition phrases include: later, subsequently, consequently, however, therefore, etc.

( no
Add some divisions to the author’s text or rewrite the transitions. In the margin write “divide” where each division or transition will go.

Focus

( yes
Do all of the episodes or chapters connect in some way?


How the episodes are connected:

( no
If not, brainstorm some ways to connect them more. Some ideas: repeat an important phrase in each section (ex: “the place I call home,” or “here we go again” or anything else that works for you); make your chapter titles related in some way; return to a certain person in each piece; return to a certain image in each piece.


How I will connect my pieces more:


Mechanics

( yes
Does the author write in one tense only (past or present?)

( no
If not, write which tense the author will use (“past tense” or “present tense”) at the top of the section where the author changes tenses. Circle each time the author uses a verb in the wrong tense.

Mechanics

( yes
Does the author include frequent paragraph breaks?

( no
If not, add the paragraph break symbol (¶) when the author changes topics or events.

Mechanics

( yes
Does the author write in complete sentences?

( no
If not, make those sentences complete.

Mechanics 


Take out any meaningless filler! For instance, “it was fun,” is filler.

