Binder Section: Writing


Endings

Ideas for Revising the End of a Piece

Circle

End where you begin. Choose the bit of dialogue, the phrase, the character, the idea, or the description that you started with and work it back into the ending. This gives the reader a sense of closure.

Beginning: I should have known Mrs Swartz hated kids.

Ending: It seemed to me that after all this Mrs. Swartz just hated society.
Ah ha!

Sadder but wiser, or gee, look what I learned. This is the ending with a moral or reflection tacked on.

It’s moments like these when it becomes clear to me how hard my dad works for us and how much he cares. He’s helped teach me the meaning of family, and is an example of true caring and love.
A feeling

Stuck in Mobile with the Memphis blues again. Just wallow in the feeling, describing it for your reader.

As the turmoil of my wreck was sorted out for me, I sat and observed, regularly sighing with the restlessness of guilt.

Drawstring

“And that’s how it happened.” Short and sweet.
And that’s how the most boring day of fourth grade suddenly and unexpectedly changed my idea of friendship.

Surprise

A strange twist at the end.


I had been crying and crying, alone in my room, face burning with tears and dripping with snot. A miserable picture at best. Gazing around my tear-blurred surroundings, I saw the light from the hall streaming under my doorway suddenly shift. Someone was there. With the familiar creak of old hinges, the heavy old door slowly opened. Ryan, my brother, stood there with a stupid smile creeping across his stubbled face. He opened his mouth to speak, but stopped.


“What?!” I sobbed pitifully.


“April Fools, Karen.”



Other Revision Ideas

Moving Chunks

Make sure you break your piece up into paragraphs. Then try moving sections of paragraphs up or down in the piece, depending on what makes sense. Most of the time, chronological order works best. But sometimes it’s fun to start in the middle or the end and then go back to explain the beginning.
Deleting Chunks

Follow these rules on what to delete:

1. Nice but doesn’t fit. Save it.
2. Not nice and doesn’t fit either. Cut it out.
3. Compact and compress. Cut the “telling.” Do more “showing.” 
Sentence Level Changes

1. Add  concrete details. Sensory stuff. Can you see, hear, feel, smell, or taste it?
2. Add specificity. Exact names of the places, people, and things you were doing.
3. Strong verbs. Search and destroy the is’s and was’s. Rewrite your sentences with active verbs.


Example: It was raining ( The rain fell.




   I was approached by a group of old ladies ( A group of old ladies approached me.

Shaping and Dividing the Text

Ideas for Giving Your Piece Form

Opening Remarks

1. Dedications: Will you dedicate your memoir to someone or something? “For Grandma,” or “In loving memory of Spot.”

2. Acknowledgements: Is there anyone you would like to thank for helping you be able to write this memoir?
3. Author’s Note: Did you make parts of your story up or change some names? Tell your reader in an Author’s Note.
4. Quotation or Poem: When you begin a memoir with a quote or poem, it must have a very personal meaning to you. It may relate to the title of your memoir or reflect emotions or images in your piece.
Dividing the Text

Dividing your piece into sections or chapters helps order and organize events, mark individual stories, and otherwise offer boundaries to readers. You could divide your piece using:

1. Chapter titles

2. Dates

3. Numbers (Part I, II, and III)

4. Extra white space

5. * Asterisks

6. A line

7. A symbol

Triptychs


Triptych literally means “three panels,” as is a form of early religious paintings. During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, artists composed triptychs for religious audiences by creating three hinged panels or a box with three compartments. The connections between the panels may be in subject matter or some other way. Triptych allows you to put together three pieces of memoir that are related in a manner that you don’t need to explain. If fact, stating the relationship among the three pieces is like having someone explain a joke to you: if it must be explained, it isn’t very effective. 











1. Anchor Piece and Two Smaller, Supporting Pieces
This works well for pieces about you and your family. You would occupy the center panel and pieces about two family members would occupy the supporting panels. The piece about you should be the central, longer, more elaborate piece of writing.
2. Multiple Scenes from a Place

3. Multiple Stories in which an Object Reoccurs

Ballet shoes, a stuffed teddy bear, a guitar, a desk. The pieces should show the value of the object and your interactions with it.

4. Multiple Views of a Writer’s Life

Three times you learned a valuable lesson, three moments of emotional or psychological growth and increased self-understanding, three episodes that helped to form or change you. 

5. Multiple Personae of the Writer

A persona is a character, but it may also be like an alter-ego of one person. Everyone has multiple personae. Your personae could be: fun-loving party-goer, serious student, ski bum, devoted child, prodigy guitar-player.  These are just different aspects of your personality that shine in various contexts.

Titles

Your memoir needs a title. It will help grab the reader’s attention and give him and idea of what is to come. Often memoir titles include the subtitle A Memoir or A Family Memoir in order to assist the reader in knowing the genre of the book.
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Adapted from New Directions in Teaching Memoir (Kirby et. al. 2007).


