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English I / Honors English I

Ms. Garvoille

2009 - 2010 Syllabus

http://garvoille.wordpress.com ( alexa.garvoille@dpsnc.net ( (919) 560-3926 x23541

Course Overview


English I / Honors English I prepares students for a rigorous high school experience. The main curricular goal of the course is to introduce the different genres of literature addressed in English II, III, and IV: memoir, non-fiction, the novel, the short story, poetry, and drama. Additionally, the course prepares students for the English I End of Course test (EOC), which evaluates reading comprehension, literary terminology, and grammar. In addition to meeting curricular goals, the course meets developmental goals appropriate to teens.


As young adults, students naturally seek their identity outside of class. In order to help the search for self inside class, we will study literature and writing through the question of identity. Throughout the year we will explore authors and characters who define themselves through various elements of their lives, from their innermost thoughts to the media messages around them. I hope this theme will help maintain continuity throughout the year. In addition to teaching relevant content, I strive to assign students authentic writing tasks (that is, writing that could be found in the real world) as well as teach practical writing skills (resumes, cover letters, email etiquette).


Specific content includes: grammar study through diagramming, vocabulary through Greek and Latin word roots, and literary terms and devices. Below is a brief thematic sketch of our year:

Unit 1: The Self through Experience: Memoir. Text: Summer reading. Project: Personal Memoir. 

Unit 2: The Self as Hero. Text: The Odyssey and Spalding Gray. Project: Modern Adaptation.

Unit 3: The Self as the Homeland. Text: immigrant and minority stories. Project: Interview or article.

Unit 4: The Self as Family. Text: To Kill a Mockingbird. Project: Definition paper.

Unit 5: The Self as Language: Poetry. Text: selected poems. Project: Poetry workshop.

Unit 6: The Self as the Beloved. Text: Romeo and Juliet. Project: Critical essay and artistic adaptation.

Unit 7: The Self through Peers, Pt. 1. Text: Assorted YA novels. Project: Wikipedia article.

Unit 8: The Self through Peers, Pt. 2. Text: Lord of the Flies. Project: Mock Trial.

Unit 9: The Self as Consumer. Text: Animal Farm and media excerpts. Project: Argumentation.

Materials

Your student will need the following materials*:

( 3-ring binder (larger than 1”), separated into 5 sections:


General Information, Vocabulary, Grammar, Literature, Writing

( Loose-leaf paper

( Writer’s Notebook (any notebook that fits securely in the binder)

( At least one stack of sticky notes (like Post-its)

* Any student unable to obtain these supplies should let me know in the first week of school. DSA is committed to providing school supplies for those in need.

Though all texts are available through the school, the English department recommends that students obtain personal copies when possible. Owning a copy allows students to write in the margins and respond in a more personal way. Below is a list of novel-length texts we will be reading:

( The Odyssey, by Homer (Classic) (in English textbook)

( To Kill a Mockingbird, by Harper Lee (Fiction)

( Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare (Drama)

Students enrolled in Standard English may purchase a copy with a side-by-side modern language summary. Students enrolled in Honors English need to read the original-language Shakespeare only (footnotes recommended).

( Lord of the Flies, by William Golding (Fiction)

( Animal Farm, by George Orwell (Fiction)
Grading

	In-class work
	10 %

	Homework
	20 %

	Quizzes, Short Writings
	30 %

	Projects, Essays, Tests
	40 %


Weighted Breakdown:

Many in-class work and homework grades will be graded on a quality scale of 1-4. Like a grade-point average, these numbers correspond roughly to letter grades (an A is a 4.0). This is to help students focus on what that feedback means about their own learning. The rubric is as follows:

	4+
	100%
	Outstanding work; the student understands this concept more deeply than is expected. Student has shown particular creativity, insight, or care in completing the assignment.

	4
	93%
	Student goes beyond the stated requirements and has a complete and detailed understanding of the concept.

	3
	88%
	Student meets the requirements and has a complete understanding of the concept, but may need more detail or depth.

	2
	80%
	Student has not met all of the stated requirements; the work shows a basic understanding of the concept, but the ideas may be incomplete.

	1
	70%
	Student has not met all the requirements; the student’s understanding is so incomplete or has so many misconceptions that it cannot be said that the student understands the concept.

	REDO

or 0
	0%
	No judgment can be made because the work is missing, incomplete or not on topic. Please redo this assignment (with my help, if needed) and bring it back tomorrow.


Policies

Honors vs. Standard English I

Each student has the choice to complete the course at an Honors level. We will ask you to finalize your choice around the time of the first progress report. Students enrolled in Honors are expected to be able to think and perform beyond grade level. In my class, these students will often have extra reading assignments and additional components to projects; likewise, expectations of students enrolled in Honors English are higher, and as a result, the grading is more competitive. For students enrolled in Standard English, I offer extra guidance along each step of a project. Likewise, quizzes and tests for Honors and Standard English I are often slightly different.

Absences

However many days you are absent, you will have the same number of days to make up work. It is the student’s responsibility to check the Make-up Binder at the back of the classroom for work missed during an absence. Students can also download assignments from the class website to print off at home. If you have to leave early for sports or an appointment, stop by on the day you leave to pick up work.

No Name Papers

Papers turned in without names will be placed in the No-Name binder on the back shelf.  It is your responsibility to retrieve and write your name on the paper and return it to the turn-in tray to be recorded.

Copied Work and Late Work

Copied papers get zeros––both of them. You will have a higher grade (and more integrity) if you come to class without it and just turn it in late.


Late homework: Maximum grade is 80%


Late projects, essays: Subtract 5 points each school day it is late.

You cannot make up reading quizzes, presentations, or studying for tests. If you do not complete this kind of work, you can still come in 30 minutes before school, during lunch, after school for “rectification” (making it right), where you will complete the work with me for the sake of keeping up with the class material.  The grade will be improved to a maximum of 60%.

Broken Printer?

This is not an excuse for late work. Get the assignment to me on CD, flash drive, email, or pen on paper. If you need to handwrite an essay, it must be in blue or black ink, written on every other line. If you email, make sure the document is attached, send it to yourself and to me, and then print it before school in the media center or my classroom. I do not allow printing essays during class on the day it is due.

What can families do?

Here are some ideas for parents, grandparents, guardians, and siblings to help students succeed in English:

· Ask your student to summarize what he or she is reading. Have a debate with your child about a topic we are discussing in class.

· Read in front of your child. While I understand we all have more hours of work than hours in the day, reading with your child, even silently in the same room, will help him or her see what it is to be a lifelong reader.

· Provide a quiet, warm, well-lit area for your student to do reading and homework. This may be at the library or a friend’s house.

Donations

· You can donate: tissues, paper towels, hand sanitizer, Clorox wipes, band-aids, reams of paper (especially colored), pencils, and technology. Unused digital cameras, music devices (discmans or iPods), and headphones are welcome additions to my classroom (and will help meet state technology standards). I can also accept donations to expand our class set of YA novels, which we will need in the spring.

· Any families working in the publishing or printing industry can volunteer services or expertise to our numerous classroom publications.
Contact

Weekly Newsletter

Each week I will send out an email update to parents about homework, upcoming projects, and other general announcements. Parents, please provide me with your email address to be added to the distribution list.
Website

The class blog, “The Site,” contains updates on lessons and handouts (often available for download), a Google Calendar with project due dates, and regular grade postings. The url is http://garvoille.wordpress.com. Parents can stay current with student homework by checking “The Site” regularly. Students can also double check to see if they missed anything in class, or add the Google Calendar to their personal calendar.

Please feel free to contact me at any time about your child’s progress. I am happy to set up conferences for any reason at your convenience throughout the year. 
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